
 

Vaccine Mandate FAQ #4: September 22, 2021  

The following FAQs were adapted from questions submitted by VNSNY staff for the 
Vaccine Mandate Conference Call hosted by Andria Castellanos on Wednesday, 
September 22.     

 

Vaccine Related  

How do I submit my proof of vaccination? 

If you have proof of vaccination that you want to submit, you can go to the VNSNY 
Intranet site and use the ASK HR feature on HR Connect; fax it to 212-290-4646; or 
email it to 2122904646@vnsny.org. 

Partners and Care employees can submit documentation by texting it to 646-618-
1907; faxing it to 212-290-3184; emailing it to 
PAR_EmployeeHealthServices@vnnsy.org; or mailing it to Partners in Care 
Health Services, 245 East 41st Street, Ground Floor, New York, NY 10017.  

 

What information can you share regarding the clinical trials of the three current 
vaccines and adverse side effects? 

Clinical trials contain control groups and experimental groups. Control groups do not get 
the actual vaccine; rather, they get a placebo. The experimental groups get the real 
vaccine. These studies have shown us that the adverse events observed after getting a 
shot (either the vaccine or a placebo) were not more common in the control or 
experimental groups, meaning they were mainly not vaccine-related effects. In addition, 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has monitored millions of people who have 
received the vaccine and have noticed very few cases of adverse events. The CDC and 
New York State continue to guide us on vaccine results; the cases of severe allergic 
reactions to any of the vaccines are few and far between and are usually manageable.  

For more information about the Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine, go to 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-
BioNTech.html. 

For more information about the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine, go to 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Moderna.html 

 

For more information about the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine, go to 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/janssen.html 

 



What advice can you provide for someone who has reservations about getting 
vaccinated? 

We encourage you to speak with your health care provider, family doctor, or any other 
expert with extensive knowledge of your medical history.  

 

Will we be required to take vaccine boosters? 

We are still waiting for firm guidance from the CDC on boosters. We will update you 
when we have more information. 

 

When are the dates for the mobile vaccination van at 220 East 42nd Street? 

On Thursday, September 30th, Friday, October 1st and Saturday, October 2nd, the 
vaccination van will be parked outside of 220 East 42nd Street from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 
p.m. No appointment is needed — you can walk right into the van and get vaccinated. 
Additionally, there is a full-time city-run vaccine clinic just a few steps away from our 
220 East 42nd Street office in Grand Central's Vanderbilt Hall, which is right across the 
street from Pershing Square Café. The vaccine clinic in Grand Central is open daily 
from 8 am to 1 pm. 

 

Which vaccines will the van provide? 

It is our understanding that you will have access to the Moderna two-dose vaccine and 
to the Johnson & Johnson single-dose vaccine, so you can choose which one you want 
to get. 

 

Medical and Religious Exemptions 

How do I know if I qualify for a medical exemption? 

You will only qualify for a medical exemption if you have a documented medical 
contraindication to the vaccination, such as if you are known to have had a severe 
allergic reaction to the COVID-19 vaccine itself or one of its components.  

 

What happens if I don’t receive a response regarding my application for religious 
exemption by October 7th? 

Provided that applications are submitted in time, all parties will be informed of their 
religious exemption status, whether approved or denied, before October 7th. 

 

If my religious exemption is accepted, will I be able to continue working as usual 
in our current role for those of us that are field clinicians? 

Yes, if your religious exemption has been approved by October 7th, you will be able to 
stay in your current role. 



Is it true that a judge extended the deadline for religious exemptions to October 
12th? 

No, this is not accurate. This ruling refers to a temporary restraining order that was 
issued by a judge regarding the mandate’s exclusion of the religious exemption. Until 
the judge makes a decision on the religious exemption, VNSNY will continue to accept 
applications and make determinations in accordance with the law. However, please be 
advised that if the religious exemption is ultimately removed from the state mandate, 
VNSNY will need to revisit prior determinations in accordance with legal guidance. 

 

When will we know our exemption status so we can plan accordingly? 

Our intention is to respond to exemption requests as soon as possible, and definitely 
before the October 7th deadline. 

 

Impact on Employment Status and Benefits  

If I am currently on medical leave, do I need to get the vaccine before returning to 
work? 

You need to show proof of at least your first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine before the 
first day you are planning to return to work. 

 

If I refuse vaccination, do I lose my PTO? 

No, you keep whatever PTO you have earned to date.   

For non-HHA VNSNY employees affected by the mandate, you can find out what 
happens on October 8th if you refuse vaccination by clicking here. 

For Partners in Care employees affected by the mandate, you can find out what 
happens on October 8th if you refuse vaccination by going to 
https://frontline.vnsny.org/what-happens-on-october-8th-if-you-dont-get-vaccinated/ 

 

What happens if I get sick or have a reaction to the vaccine and cannot go to 
work? 

In this case, you would use your current PTO. If you do not have any PTO available, 
you may be able to use donated PTO for this purpose.  If you do feel ill after receiving 
the vaccine, you can contact the CERT Team for additional guidance. 

If you can prove to have natural immunity to the coronavirus, will that meet the 
mandate? 

No, having natural immunity does not meet the vaccination mandate. 


